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. I would first like to express my delegation's appreciation to Mr.
Yukio Takasu, Under-Secretary-General for Management, Mr.
Michael Adlerstein, Assistant-Secretary-General for Capital Master
Plan, and Mr. Carlos Ruiz Massieu, Chair of the ACABQ, for
presenting their respective reports.

2. My delegation would also like to express our renewal of support for
the CMP project. The successful renovation of the historic buildings
of the United Nations Headquarters is important not only for UN
staff and its Member States, but eventually for the benefit of the
globe more largely.

3. As such, it is encouraging to learn that the project has come to its
final stages. Most notably, we will be able to confer again in the
new General Assembly Hall this September. However, the prospect
that the project as a whole would be completed on time and within
budget was hindered by project delays and cost over-runs. If this
matter is not addressed, an increased burden of Member States is



foreseeable and damage to a fully-functioning United Nations is
inevitable. Therefore, we are standing at a critical juncture where
we need careful, but significant deliberations on the financing and
future of the project.

3. In front of a shortfall in the CMP accounts, we need a cash bridging
mechanism and we all know that such a need is staggering. It is
high time that Member States summon their collective wisdom to
quench this financial thirst. The Secretariat has been called for on
many occasions to maximize its efforts to find savings and promptly
ascertain what the final figures would be. Accountability needs to
be upheld even stronger now. Likewise, Member States must work
together to find better solutions.

4. The Dag Hammarskj01d Library and the South-Annex Building still
require the General Assembly's guidance on their future. The
Secretary-General has put forward his options, the efforts for which
are well appreciated. My delegation will examine, nevertheless,
where the options are strong and where they are not.

5. No matter what options we consider and no matter how proactive
our approach ends up, my delegation believes that fiscal discipline,
among others, must not be diminished. It responds not only to the
financial difficulties of today, but more importantly to this
Organization's sustainability needs of tomorrow. My delegation
looks forward to constructive discussion in this session so that the
buildings of the UN Headquarters do not create an excessive
burden on Member States and become more suitable for its work.

6. I thankyou, Mr. Chairman.  1END/




